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Many	thanks	to	our	contributors	

Midlands	West	Fell	Pony	Support	Group	
Awards	2017	

Congratulations	to	Sarah	Bartlett	with	her	Fell	pony	
Waverhead	Bombardier	who	we	all	know	as	Billy.		In	the	
Midlands	West	Fell	Pony	Support	Group	Awards	2017,	
Sarah	was	awarded	the	Committee’s	Special	Award	for	the	
most	outstanding	individual	member	-	the	Midlands	West	
Trophy	

To	reach	this	achievement,	she	came:		

5th	Performance	Award	:		2nd	Competitive	Driving	Award	:		
6th	Happy	Hacker	

PS:	Linda	Wiggin	took	1st	place	in	the	Competitive	Driving	
Award	

National	Indoor	Driving	Trials	Championships	

Julie	Wedgbury	retained	her	National	Indoor	Team	
Champion	Title	for	the	7th	successive	year.	

Well	done	to	everyone	and	to	their	grooms	and	helpers.	

	

*********************************************	

 
Paard and Koets 

 
It will not have gone unnoticed to many of you that there was much excitement about 
the trip to Paard and Koets.  With numbers down to 10 people the club decided to 
organise the trip itself rather than outsource to a travel company and by doing so 
managed to reduce the cost of the trip whilst at the same time building in some 
flexibility around travel arrangements.  So with plans in place D Day arrived on 19th 
April with a very early start for 3 colleagues travelling from Dumfries to Worcester in 
order to join the main party en route to Dover/Calais, then on to our hotel in 
Venlo.  We made really good time thanks to Nigel and Clare Caldicott who took on 
the responsibility of driver/navigator.  We had a fabulous ferry crossing and finally 
arrived at the hotel about 9.50pm. It was in a beautiful setting (sounds odd but in 
between two train lines within a wood), it had lots of history and was really 
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comfortable and relaxing - breakfast was very impressive too - fantastic scrambled 
eggs!   
 
Our first day at the event (Friday) was spent watching a range of clinics and 
workshops, the FEI dressage and cones (very impressive) and exploring the trade 
stands.  Apparently the number of stands was down from previous events but none 
the less we still had a good time browsing and spending - found a supplier who sold 
a really good range of pony size bits - she is setting up an online shop so we will 
keep people posted.  Driving whips were a really good price too so inevitably a 
number were bought!!!  After an action packed first day we had dinner back at the 
hotel and reflected. 
 
The second day, 3 of the group went into Eindhoven and the remainder of us went 
back to the event where we were offered more competition driving and 
clinics/workshops with the marathon phase of the competition.  There were 8 
obstacles and the layout and design were amazing.  Actually the facilities at the 
event were also amazing - 3 huge indoor arenas with a restaurant overlooking them, 
2 massive outdoor arenas with a most incredible glass structure raised on a bank so 
you could enjoy both arenas and no "make shift" or fold up camping chairs but 
proper Lloyd Loom type of furniture - so sophisticated but very relaxed.  Also within 
the facilities were two grass dressage arenas and beyond that a series of all-weather 
surface obstacles.  This was a truly lovely venue - the sort that when your lottery 
numbers come in would be a model to explore more.  There were some very 
impressive turnouts and a beautiful pair of New Forest Ponies doing a 
demonstration. 
 
We had our Saturday evening meal in Venlo and this brought back many fond 
memories for me of my days living on the German/Dutch border and doing our 
weekly shopping in the Venlo markets.  We were totally captivated by the vast 
numbers of bicycles - the mode of transport adding to a very relaxed atmosphere 
with people of all ages enjoying the lovely warm evenings and eating out. 
 
Following breakfast on Sunday we commenced our journey back to the ferry and 
again made record time arriving back in Worcester at about 8pm with our Dumfries 
colleagues continuing their journey back to Scotland arriving at about 1am. 
 
A special thank you to Nigel for organising the minibus (courtesy of Wyre Forest Dial 
a Ride Community Transport) to which we will make a donation, for their support and 
use of their lovely minibus.  It was great to meet colleagues from other driving clubs 
with whom we shall maintain contact - it was a great group and we had a fab time.   
 
Next year (yes we will be looking at doing this again), if the FEI competition is 
integrated, we would like to stay for the 4 in hand which we missed due to travelling 
back on the Sunday - watch this space.  More details of this year's event will be 
posted on the club website with competitor list and obstacle drawings. 
 
Giselle Lockett 
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CARRIAGES	ABROAD	
Having	been	part	of	the	initial	arrangements	to	go	with	the	Club	to	Paard	&	Koets,	we	were	very	
disappointed	to	find	the	party	would	be	arriving	back	in	England	on	the	same	day	we	were	to	fly	out	
with	The	Carriage	Foundation	to	Austria	and	Northern	Italy.	

		We	have	taken	part	in	several	CF	autumn	tours	to	view	carriage	collections	all	over	Great	Britain,	
but	this	was	our	first	spring	tour	abroad.		

		The	party	assembled	at	Darley	Dale,	the	home	of	the	recently	closed	Carriage	Museum	of	Caroline	
Dale	Leech,	and	we	were	soon	on	our	way	across	to	Manchester	Airport.	After	a	very	smooth	flight,	
we	landed	in	Vienna	and	were	whisked	away	to	the	very	nice	Hotel	Lindner,	our	home	for	the	next	
three	nights.	

		By	9am	the	next	morning,	we	were	in	the	carriage	restoration	workshops	of	Florian	Staudner	in	
Oberlaa,	a	meticulous	man	working	in	the	tidiest	place	one	could	imagine,	turning	out	some	
remarkable	woodwork,	metalwork	and	coach	painted	vehicles.	His	work	is	much	collected	by	
museums	and	private	collectors	alike.	

After	lunch,	we	moved	on	to	Horn	–	a	small	town	occupied	by	the	Russians	in	the	last	war.	

Fortunately	for	the	owners	of	a	printing	works	there,	the	Russians	seized	the	presses	for	printing	
their	literature	and	propaganda,	and	when	they	left,	they	refrained	from	the	customary	smashing	up	
of	the	machinery.	What	remains	is	a	perfectly	preserved	print	shop	with	timber	framed	presses	and	
all	the	engraved	printing	plates.	Amazing!	The	present	generation	of	the	firm	has	collected	a	number	
of	very	desirable	carriages	and	items	of	driving	interest,	quietly	locked	away	under	the	printing	
factory,	unseen	unless	by	invitation.	

		Tuesday	saw	us	at	Schonbrunn	Palace	for	a	private	tour	with	the	curator	of	the	recently	opened	
Carriage	House	Museum.	Here	is	a	wonderful	display	of	horse	drawn	vehicles	in	ceremonial	and	
every-day	use	by	the	Hapsburg	family	pre-WWI.	

One	of	the	most	famous	exhibits	in	this	
outstanding	collection	is	the	imperial	
coach,	which	was	probably	built	for	the	
coronation	of	Joseph	II	in	1764,	and	from	
then	onwards	used	for	various	imperial	and	
royal	Habsburg	coronations.	Richly	

decorated	with	ornate	carving	and	paintings,	this	splendid	coach	was	drawn	by	eight	greys;	however,	
with	a	total	weight	of	more	than	4000	kg	it	could	only	proceed	at	a	walking	pace.	For	transport	the	
coach	was	dismantled,	shipped	to	its	destination	by	water	and	then	reassembled	in	situ.	

		It	was	so	hot	in	Vienna	we	were	pleased	to	enter	the	cool	of	the	beautiful	Spanish	Riding	School	on	
Wednesday	morning	to	watch	the	morning	exercise.	No	glamour	today,	just	majestic	Lipizzaners	
being	put	through	their	paces	–	just	wonderful.	On	then	by	coach	to	the	very	south	of	Austria	for	
one	night	in	the	Hotel	Maria	Lankowitz	south	of	Graz.	This	was	the	‘Dressing	Up	Night’	–	jackets,	
frocks	and	tandem	bars	will	be	worn!	CF	chairman	Colin	Henderson	(ex	HM	Queen’s	head	
coachman)	gave	a	fascinating	illustrated	talk	describing	all	the	equine	related	duties	to	be	carried	
out	from	5am	for	a	State	Carriage	Parade.	A	very	busy	day!	

		Our	coach	was	waiting	next	morning	for	our	visit	to	the	Lipizzaner	stud	at	Piber.	Here	the	horses	are	
bred,	handled	and	produced.	A	selection	procedure	decides	which	horses	will	be	bred	from,	and	
which	will	make	the	grade	for	the	Riding	School.	
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A	very	long	afternoon’s	coach	journey	brought	us	to	the	spectacular	old	town	of	Bassano	del	Grappa	
in	the	Veneto	region	of	north	Italy	for	a	two-night	stay	in	the	Bonnotto	Hotel	Palladio	-	another	
swish	place	to	stay!	

		The	Carriage	Foundation	Spring	Tour	2017	had	visited	the	Villa	de	Maser	to	
view	the	house	and	its	artworks,	but	whilst	nosing	around	the	grounds,	
someone	spotted	a	carriage	wheel	through	a	dirty	window!	This	is	what	
brought	the	CF	back	here!	The	wheel	turned	out	to	be	part	of	a	hansom	cab	
–	just	one	of	some	30	perfectly	preserved	and	exhibited	carriages	from	
humble	carts	to	a	Mail	Coach	(which	might	just	have	been	a	Park	Drag?)	

And	so,	after	a	last	meal	on	a	very	warm	night,	we	left	Marco	Polo	Airport,	Venice	at	27ºC	and	
arrived	back	in	England	at	11º	.......	Brrrr!	

More	information	may	be	found	about	The	Carriage	Foundation	here:	

www.thecarriagefoundation.org.uk/carriage-foundation	or	visit	their	Facebook	page		

‘The	Carriage	Foundation,	registered	charity	1162356’	where	more	photos	of	the	tour	and	
collections	visited	may	be	viewed.	

Tony	&	Carol	Gregory	

	

	

Driving	in	the	Forest	
We had an excellent Wyre Forest Drive on Sat 28 April and whilst not glorious sunshine the 
weather wasn't too unkind to us. Six turnouts. Thanks to Ivan for letting me drive his beautiful 
horse Chloe she was a star. We are aiming for at least 18 turnouts on our Poppy Drive in 
November so giving you advanced notice!!!! Thanks to Megan and her team at the Forestry 
Commission and for Nigel who made it possible. Does anyone have any pictures please?	

Giselle Lockett 

	

Proposed	Event	at	Charlcotte	Farm	cannot	proceed	as	the	fields	have	been	ploughed	
and	reseeded.		Julie	is	investigating	an	alternative	venue	for	a	mini	event	on	the	14th	July.	

	

Burwarton	Show	is	on	Tuesday	2nd	August	and	is	being	supported	by	the	Club.		There	are	
good	Driving	Classes	some	of	which	will	be	in	the	main	arena.		Get	more	details	from	the	
organiser	Lester	Dagge.		info@daggedesign.com	
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WHAT’S	ON	IN	THE	CLUB	
      
MAY 
 

Saturday 26th.   Blossom Rally, Wichenford WR6 6YN  * 
      
JUNE 
 Sunday 24th                                 Indoor/Outdoor Event 

     Enville Hall, Enville. DY75HD    * 
 
JULY 
Saturday 14th.   Mini-Event - Venue to be confirmed 
 
AUGUST 
Sunday 12th.    Traditional Driving Day 

     Mount Pleasant Farm. WR9 0PX * 
 
Sunday 19th.    Drive in Tenbury Wells area. 
 

Thursday 30th –   Camping and Driving from Charlcotte Farm * 
September 2nd. 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
Saturday 8th     Drive from Ridge Farm, Kington. W74DH 
 
* See ‘Events’ page for schedules and entry forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


